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4Thingsyoushouldknow

OK, hands up. How many of you 
signed up for a society during 
Freshers’ Week that you didn’t  
really have any interest in joining? 
You’re not alone. Every year hundreds of  
students hand over subscription fees to a  
society but subsequently never attend any of 
their meetings.

But it needn’t be this way. You can create a 
society that directly reflects your interests 
and needs. You might not realise it, but it is  
pretty straightforward to set up a society.

Leicester University graduate (and fashioni-
sta), Rosalind Spencer, set one up during the 
second year of her studies. 

“I set up the fashion appreciation society 
because there really wasn’t anything like it  
at the university. I was surprised how easy  
it was to do. 

“All I did was contact the students’ union 
executive committee and they gave me a 
pack of information about setting up  
a society,” she says.

To get going, you will typically need to write 
a constitution, setting out the aims and  
objectives of the society. These must not con-
flict with the student union’s aims in any way 
and must be considered different to existing  
societies. You will also need to have a mini-
mum number of members which could be  
anything from 15 to 30.

“My experience as society president was 
really useful when it came to job applica-
tions and interviews,” reveals Rosalind. 

“I could demonstrate organisational skills 
and creativity, which is exactly what I need-
ed for my job as a conference organiser.

“I organised a trip to the Clothes Show Live 
in Birmingham, which was really popular. I 
also worked with the university’s charity  
society to put on a fashion show to raise 
funds for children with spina bifida.”

To set up a society of your own visit your  
students’ union and speak to the person in 
charge of societies. 

All it takes is a bit of inspiration and some 
hard work, and you could transform your CV.

It’s easy to get swept 
along during Freshers’ 
Week and sign up for 
every society on 
offer, from angling 
to zoology. But have 
you thought about 
setting up your own 
society? It’s easy...

Make a grand plan
It’s a foolish affectation 

to have no idea of what you 

want, as, without a plan, you 

can drift from one wrong 

job to the next. Map out 

your priorities. Do you 

want to become rich? 

Do you want to start your 

own company at some time? Do you 

want to work abroad? Do you want to 

work within a large or small company? 

And so on. Think clearly 

about your next 20 years, 

then work towards 

achieving your ambitions.

Learn about money
It doesn’t matter if 

your aim is wealth or not; 

if you understand money, 

you are ahead of 90% of 

your peers. Learn how to 

read a balance sheet, 

how to make budgets, 

and how the City works. 

At home, learn how to 

handle your personal 

money, how to invest, save 

and spend. That doesn’t mean an 

obsession with money; it means you 

become that rare person who knows the 

role of money in every part of your life.

Keep that Little Black Book going
Your future lies with the people you 

know, and the people they know. 

Contacts, contacts and more contacts 

are what we need to climb the ladder. 

Enjoy a social life, nurture your friends, and 

keep adding names to your black book. 

You are now part of the friends barter 

society. You help your friends; they help 

you. Have cards made and give them out 

generously. The old cliché is still true. It’s 

the people you know who will get you  

to the job you want; it’s up to you to be 

good enough to get it.

Enjoy life
Life can become very serious as 

you start working, and you can become 

very boring. Not possible? Sadly it is. A 

lot of work is not particularly exciting, 

and it is easy for a 

newcomer to be 

beaten down by it. Not 

you. Stay an optimist, 

and be the kind of 

person that others enjoy 

having around. More 

people have lost a 

promotion or a new job 

because of their attitude 

rather than their work 

qualifications. Like yourself, 

like other people, and 

smile. Look around your 

offices and see how many 

smile. The last survey I saw 

suggested the number to 

be one in seven. Be that one.

Peter Carvell is the author of the new 

bestseller Silver Wolf. He has used his 

experiences to write a book for the 50+ 

generation that, he hopes, will change 

the life of millions – could be a great 

Christmas book for your parents!

Silver Wolf by Peter Carvell is published 

by DelanceyPress at £9.99 and is 

available from bookshops or direct from 

amazon.co.uk.

There is plenty of information out there about how to get 
a job. But where’s the help for when you start work? We 
asked entrepreneur, former UN diplomat, publisher and 
author Peter Carvell four things he wished he’d known 
when he started his working life.
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“ your future lies with the people you 
know, and the people they know”

Set up  
a society
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